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REPUBLIC OF KENYA 
 
 
 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KAKAMEGA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

ADDRESS BY H.E. HON. FCPA WYCLIFFE AMBETSA 
OPARANYA, EGH, CGJ, GOVERNOR KAKAMEGA COUNTY 
AND CHAIR COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE 9TH GRADUATION CEREMONY OF CAVENDISH 
UNIVERSITY UGANDA ON 28TH May, 2020 

 

The Chancellor Cavendish University Uganda, H.E. 
Benjamin Mkapa 

The Chairman of the University Council 

Vice Chancellor and staff 

Distinguished Guests (Present and Virtual) 

All Students, Graduands and your parents and 
sponsors 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 
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I am greatly honoured by your invitation to participate 
in your 9th graduation ceremony and the first ever to 
be conducted virtually. I take this as an expression of 
reaching out for collaboration, not just to me as 
Governor of Kakamega County but to all counties of 
Kenya, whose Governors I represent as Chairman of 
the Council of Governors. I wish to say to you that as 
Governors in Kenya, we do accept to collaborate with 
you – Cavendish University Uganda. 

I do not know whether you selected this year’s theme 
with Covid-19 in mind. If you did not, this shows how 
relevantly you can think. For to manage a world of 
pandemics such as the Novel Corona Virus, you need 
both research and innovation. I am aware that many 
universities the world over were focused to shut 
down and have since lost touch with their students 
and staff. They were waiting for Covid-19 to end and 
they don’t know when this will happen.  
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I am pleased that Cavendish University Uganda kept 
engaging students and staff online, conducting classes 
and meetings remotely utilizing technology and an 
online platform that was already serving many 
distance learning students prior to Covid-19. 

As you are aware, pandemics pose ever increasing 
challenges to the world, our East African region 
included. In Kenya for example, a total of 1,471 Covid-
19 positive cases have been recorded. As at yesterday, 
the death toll stood at 55. There is an exponential 
growth in the number of cases as the Government 
scales up testing of the most vulnerable areas of the 
population. 

However, on the brighter side, it is gratifying to note 
that we have world class institutions of research and 
innovation at our doorsteps, such as Cavendish 
University Uganda and KEMRI in Kenya, to mitigate 
the threat through homegrown capacity in research 
and specialized training.  
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I am therefore confident that our young and bright 
brains in these institutions will soon come up with the 
much needed vaccine to save  not only the health of 
our people but also our fragile economies. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

For people who want to move forward and manage 
the world of challenges that are ever increasing, this is 
the university to collaborate with. For the parents and 
students who want to prepare adequately for a new 
world order, this is the university to join. For us in 
Kenya, we will collaborate very strongly with 
Cavendish University Uganda and work together to 
craft solutions for a world that is often getting 
disrupted by global challenges. You have 
demonstrated resilience and innovation by 
maintaining operations amidst a world pandemic that 
forced many universities to shut down. Your 
graduands should be very proud to have studied from 
this institution.   
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I congratulate the graduands and the university upon 
reaching this great milestone. Keep going. We will 
support you. 

God bless you. 

Thank you. 

 


